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                                                                             HAVEN CHIMES!  

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR – by Juhee Lee 

My beloved Haven family, 

During my annual check-up, I had a basic blood test. Our blood tells us our health condition and 
its changes. For the last couple of years, my blood work showed that my cholesterol level was 
slightly higher than normal. I didn’t expect that result because I prefer eating vegetables to meat. 
So this year, I was wondering about the result. Fortunately, the cholesterol level fell into a normal 
range, and I was relieved. Nowadays, I can enjoy goodies and ice cream with feeling less guilty.  

Blood not only shows us our health condition but also provides life to us. It carries oxygen and 
necessary nutrients and energy to our body so we live. Blood is essential for life. However, blood 
clots can be dangerous for our health. When blood becomes too thick and does not circulate well, 
it can lead to clots and other complications.  

What’s important for our health is taking appropriate calories and nutrition for our body and 
making our blood flow well.  

I believe that the church, as the body of Christ, is the same. There are many indicators that show 
our spiritual condition. One of them would be how we spend our time and money. Despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic, our church didn’t experience much financial hardship because of the 
generosity of our predecessors. Old but maintained church building, endowments, people and 
etc.  

We should be grateful for the abundant gifts we have received. However, these blessings can 
turn deadly to our spiritual well-being if we don’t let them flow and hold onto them tightly in our 
hands only.  

Just like blood colts or poor circulation are serious symptoms for our health, though we don’t 
often feel it, the well-being of the church can be harmed when we forget to be a channel of God’s 
blessing.   

As we are sharing our blessings with those in need in our community, let us keep our resources 
flowing. That is the path of a healthy church. And let us expect that God will fill in with another 
blessing into our church. Amen.        

Peace,         

 Pastor Juhee Lee  

                 
        

Joan E. Klein, Editor     

Mission Statement:  
We are a haven for those who would seek to know God better while spreading the love of Jesus Christ. 

October 2022 
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October 1, 2022 

Beloved in Christ:  

Greetings in the precious and matchless name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

As we celebrate World Communion Sunday as a global church on October 2, we are reminded once 

again that one of the strongest marks of our beloved United Methodist Church is our catholic spirit, 

our passion for ecumenism.  

We remember the sermon that John Wesley preached on this same topic based on a passage from II 

Kings 10:15, “’Is your heart as true to mine as mine is to yours?’ Jehonadab answered, ‘It is.’ Jehu 

said, ‘If it is, give me your hand.’”   

Wesley was not glossing over our differences in theology or practice. Instead, as Kevin M. Watson, 

United Methodist pastor and seminary professor, writes, “[Wesley] embraces with strong and cordial 

affection both neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies. This is catholic or universal love. And 

he that has this is of a catholic spirit. For love alone gives the title to this character: catholic love is a 

catholic spirit.” 

We need to set aside what divides us so that we can come together on the essentials of the faith. “If 

your heart is as mine, give me your hand.” May we find the common ground of our faith and be united 

in our witness to Jesus Christ. As Watson writes, “The sermon provides a vision for how Christians 

can extend love and goodwill towards one another when they disagree on matters of belief and 

practice that prevent them from being in the same denomination.” 

I recently returned from attending the eleventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 

Karlsruhe, Germany, which met under the theme “Christ’s love moves the world to reconciliation and 

unity.”  A great theme that is very appropriate for the times in which we live!  

Though I could spend hours explaining the celebrations and proceedings of this assembly of 352 

churches from around the globe and the impact on our global community, may I share a few thoughts 

about this august gathering and my continued reflections on this sacred pilgrimage. 

One of the poignant moments of any assembly is not necessarily the statements made, but the 

questions asked. I was touched by this story from the Presbyterian News Service. 

During a question-and-answer time with reporters, [Archbishop of Canterbury, H.G. Archbishop Justin 

Welby] was asked about churches continuing to lose membership. “I think we have to be lighter on 

our structures and stronger on our love for the world in the way Christ loved the world,” Welby said. 

“We must be seen as those who wash feet, not as those who judge and give orders … We must be 

clear on our faith and be strong on what we believe but relaxed about our boundaries and frontiers. 

Our frontiers are barbed wire, and the barbed wire needs to come down so that people can come 

easily into the church without being judged, without being condemned, knowing they are loved and 

welcomed, and we need to demonstrate community. It’s easier said than done.” 

What a prophetic statement for our time! Is it not true we react, panic, worry, looking at the numbers? 

However, we are challenged by the Archbishop of Canterbury to not focus on membership loss but to 

call for a radical examination of ourselves and the times when we clothe ourselves with judgement 

and condemnation instead of wrapping ourselves in the love of Christ. 
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As I have been reflecting on this, I have also been compelled to look at the role of the World Council 

of Churches in bringing justice and peace to the world throughout the years. 

As I was pastoring a three-point charge in Upstate New York in the early 1980s, the World Council of 

Churches and the National Council of Churches were criticized for their fight against racism, 

particularly against apartheid in South Africa.  

Yes, some people stopped giving to the churches for they believed in the story and not in the truth! 

However, it was at the 1998 Assembly of Churches meeting where President Nelson Mandela 

acknowledged and celebrated with thanks the role of the World Council of Churches and other 

churchwide agencies for their prophetic role in dismantling apartheid in South Africa!   

Now, 22 years later, as I observed the two leaders from South Africa, Bishop Ivan Abrahams, 

General Secretary of the World Methodist Council, and Rev. Dr. Jerry Pillay, General Secretary for 

the World Council of Churches, I could not help but thank God for the ecumenical strength of the 

churches in raising leaders directly or indirectly for such a time as this. 

As I traveled back home, I had a chance to review a book by Rev. Carolyn W. Gillette, "I Sing to My 

Savior: New Hymns from the Stories in the Gospel of Luke,” where she writes, "It is not Jesus' job to 

join our dance. It is our job to follow Jesus" (p.111).  

Often the world wants to take the lead on the dancefloor and wants Jesus to dance to its tune. 

Instead, Jesus wants us to follow Him. When we follow Jesus, numbers and powerful personalities do 

not threaten us. Social media, the press, and other irritations do not suppress our voices. 

As we come to the Lord's Table on World Communion Sunday, the One who instituted the Lord's 

Supper and challenged us to do this in remembrance of Him looks at us and nudges us once again to 

follow Him and to love like him. 

Imagine how it looks to follow Jesus, to dance His dance, to let Him lead. 

In Christ's love, 

           Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust, we 
                                                     will boldly proclaim Christ to the world.  
 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Bring Forth Treasure! 
2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us. 

When the apostle Paul compared our lives to clay pots, he focused 
not on the earthen vessels, but rather the contents of those vessels. 
Jars of clay deteriorate over time, become chipped, cracked, and 
eventually broken. However, the real value of those ancient pots was 
not in the clay containers themselves, but in what they contained. 

We human beings tend to focus on the frailties and imperfections of 
our decaying "vessels", looking, characteristically, on the outward form rather than the substance 
within. But the inward reality is what matters to God, and ultimately, to us as well, since that reality is 
His living Presence within us; a treasure of wisdom, power, and love with inestimable value. 

The Lord's evaluation of us is not by outward appearance, which is corruptible and deteriorates with 
time. His indwelling Spirit, His Living Word, and the dynamic intimate relationship into which He invites 
us--- are where the real treasure lies! 

https://www.worthydevotions.com/christian-devotional/ bring-forth-treasure 



4 
 

 
 

Seacoast District welcomes 
new superintendent 

Rev. Wanda Santos-Perez, Seacoast District Superintendent 
 

October 10, 2022 

The Seacoast District officially welcomed its new superintendent, Rev. 
Wanda Santos-Perez, three months and eight days after appointment, 
as she pointed out in her sermon.  

The Installation Service was held on Sunday, Oct. 9, 2022, at the North 
Kingstown UMC in Rhode Island.  

“I can tell you volumes of what I have learned, and experienced, and seen in the three months and eight 
days (I didn’t count the hours or the minutes yet) since my appointment as District Superintendent to 
the beautiful, resilient, and extraordinary Seacoast District began on July 1,” Rev. Santos-Perez said.  

She serves the only district in the Conference that covers more than one state. The Seacoast District 
includes churches in Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts.  

“I am struck by the diversity of geography and the ethos of the congregations,” she said.  

Rev. Santos-Perez was welcomed by Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar and Dean of the Cabinet Rev. Jill 
Colley Robinson, who is superintendent of the Green Mountain District.  

“Wanda, it strikes me that you have a unique preparation for this important work, having supported 
your beloved in this same role,” Rev. Robinson said. Rev. René Perez served as superintendent of the 
former Central MA District from 2011 to 2019.  

“Let me be clear,” Rev. Robinson continued, “your superintendencies will be as different as the two of 
you are differently gifted and blessed for ministry.” 

But she said, Rev. Santos-Perez has personal experience of “both the privileges you will enjoy and the 
sacrifices your family may be required to make in order for them to support you.” 

Rev. Robinson shared a few of the gifts that she and Cabinet colleagues have seen in Rev. Santos-
Perez:  

Wisdom, 
A loving heart,  
A calm presence, 
A strong, prayerful spirit, 
A humble spirit, 
A heart for compassion and mercy, 
A willingness to speak the truth in love, 
An inquisitiveness and thoughtfulness of others, 
A soft-spokeness when it’s time to listen and a prophetic firmness when it is time to speak, 
And an ability to cast a vision and lead people toward its fulfillment. 
  
“You have been, up to this point, the pastor any of us would entrust with a beloved congregation,” Rev. 
Robinson said.  
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She quoted Rev. Santos-Perez back to herself using words Rev. Santos-Perez once shared with one of 
her congregations: 

“I am in love with Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior. 
I count it as a privilege and blessing to be serving 
the good people of this United Methodist Church 
and community.” 

“May you never lose sight of this love, this focus, 
this calling, this privilege, this blessing, this Jesus, 
our Christ, who saves us and sets us free,” Rev. 
Robinson said.  

Bishop Devadhar said that Rev. Santos-Perez, who 
began serving as a licensed local pastor in 1993, is 
well qualified to lead the church at this moment.  

“We are at a time in our denomination where we 
depend on more and more local pastors to do the 
ministry of the Church,” the bishop said. “You 
come to us with a long history of being licensed as 
a local pastor. You will bring that new 
understanding to this Cabinet – what it means to be a local pastor.” 

The bishop expanded on what he meant by “long history,” saying “You have been asked by your 
colleagues why you waited so long to become a full elder, but your answer is, as Jill said, a very humble 
answer with a great meaning behind it; you said: 

‘Some have teased that I took the scenic route to ordination. I put my process toward ordination on 
hold when René was invited to join the Cabinet in New England in 2011.’  

“Now we know the secret,” Bishop Devadhar said. “You were the support for René.” 

Rev. Santos-Perez has traveled on many of the pilgrimages led by Bishop Devadhar including those to 
Taizé, the Holy Land, and Korea.  

“Having seen you, having traveled with you ... I have observed you from a long range and from close 
range – microscopically and telescopically,” the bishop said. “As Jill said, you have a deep love for Jesus, 
and also a gift in you is to empower the laity, and we have seen that through your local ministries. And 
above all, Wanda, you follow the call of Christ, for which we are grateful.  

“We are indeed grateful to you for having said yes to this call. Thank you, thank you and thank you,” 
the bishop said. 

In her sermon titled “Showing Up,” Rev. Santos-Perez said that when it comes to the concerns she’s 
heard from the district’s clergy and laity, “I agree, and I hear you – we are living in very difficult and 
challenging times — where it seems the ability or the desire to listen to other perspectives and 
experiences have all been broken down.” 

She specifically cited the “divisive and harmful rhetoric” within our own denomination on human 
sexuality and race. 

“There is concern,” Rev. Santos-Perez said, “about the number of churches without clergy 
appointments, the inability or unwillingness of some in our congregants to return to in-person 
gatherings and worship even after the vaccines have been available and the restrictions of covid have 
been relaxed.” 
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Speaking of the increase in those facing mental health issues, violence, and substance abuse, Rev. 
Santos-Perez said: 

“We cannot deny that the struggle is real. These weigh heavy on my heart and feature prominently in 
my brain, and I know they are in yours.” 

Even so, she said, there’s reason to be hopeful. 

“I celebrate and am encouraged, though, by the resiliency of our churches who continue to show up — 
rising the challenge of these unusual times and presenting themselves as hope-filled and life-giving 
communities,” she said.  

But showing up must mean something different in these times, Rev. Santos-Perez said.  

“[In the wake of COVID] pastors and laity alike have acquired new skills and discovered a treasure 
trove of gifts as they were pushed out of their comfort zone,” she said.  

She, too, had to learn the skills of a video and audio technician, while also officiating on Sunday 
mornings.  

At times, Rev. Santos-Perez said, “there were tears.” 

“What kept me doing it, and I know what kept you doing it, was the love of Christ in us,” she said. “The 
love of Christ that we know God has for our people in the pews and now, believe it or not, on our 
livestreams.” 

She commended the churches that have “embraced technology and are expanding their reach,” 
including one church where a 10-year-old member of the congregation helps her pastor with the 
weekly livestream. 

“I am encouraged by the determination and the energy of those who gather to find creative ways to 
form and engage the community post-pandemic,” she said, “because if we are not asking how we’re 
going to show up during this time, we need to stop what we’re doing and make sure that is a question 
that we are addressing, because the way that we are showing up needs to be different than how we 
showed up in the past.”   

The service included the anointing of Rev. Santos-Perez by the bishop and her Cabinet colleagues, the 
presentation of the symbols of the superintendency by members of the district, and communion, led by 
Rev. Santos-Perez. The day’s events concluded with a gathering to greet the new Seacoast DS and her 
family.  

Bishop Devadhar welcomes Rev. Wanda Santos-Perez     Rev. Wanda Santos-Perez leads Communion 
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Leaders attending the World Council of Churches’ 11th 

Assembly look at developments 

They also consider the upcoming 1,700th anniversary of the First 

Council of Nicaea. 

B Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  N E W S  S E R V I C E | S E P T E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 2  
 

Participants in Wednesday’s World Council of Churches press conference 
included, left to right, H.G. Archbishop Justin Welby of the Church of 
England; H.E. the Most Rev. Brian Farrell, secretary of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity; H.E. 
Metropolitan Job of Psidia of the Ecumenical Patriarchate; and the Rev. 
Dr. Sandra Beardsall, a member of the WCC’s Faith and Order 

Commission. (Photo by Sean Hawkey/WCC) 

(PNS) — A united church “shares the pain of all churches and lives the service-led, foot-washing life of 
Christ.” 

That’s a vision for Christian unity, the 105th Archbishop of Canterbury, H.G. Archbishop Justin Welby, 
said during a press conference Wednesday on the next-to-last day of the 11th Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches. Watch the press conference here. 

The 41-minute session also included H.E. the Most Rev. Brian Farrell, the secretary of the Vatican’s 
Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity; H.E. Metropolitan Job of Psidia, the permanent representative of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the WCC; and the Rev. Dr. Sandra Beardsall, Professor of Church History 
and Ecumenics at St. Andrew’s College in Saskatoon and a member of the WCC’s Faith and Order 
Commission. 

“A church that cannot disagree well will have nothing to say” to the rest of the world, Welby said. 
“Disunity ruins the obedience of the church to transform the world because our disunity begins with 
disobedience and pride.” 

Beardsall called the First Council of Nicaea, held in 325, which will see its 1,700th anniversary celebrated 
in three years, “foundational for Christians. It helped to define the edges and boundaries of the Christian 
faith. It modeled decision-making and confronted dissent.” 

That same council “also gives us much to ponder,” Beardsall said, including “the role of state and empire 
in the church’s life, relationships with other faiths, the ways our unity and disunity may be shaped by our 
economic and political contexts and the strengths and limits of diversity.” 

During the celebration, which will include a conference set for Aug. 28 through Sept. 2, 2025, “we hope to 
re-energize ourselves to the task Jesus calls us: to love one another into unity so that we can truly love the 
whole Creation together as it cries for mercy, justice and peace,” Beardsall said. 

Farrell prefers the term “communion” over “unity” “so people won’t think we’re going to be thinking the 
same way and doing the same things. That didn’t happen in the church that St. Paul himself started.” 

Unity “is not something we do for political, strategic or tactical reasons. We do it because that is the 
fundamental mission that Jesus gave to us. As Catholics, we are deeply committed to the ecumenical 
movement,” Farrell said. “We have no idea what unity will be like. We don’t. It will be a gift, as Pope  

https://pres-outlook.org/author/presbyteriannewsservice/
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Francis recently said. It’s not going to be a matter of our policies and our strategies and our work and our 
efforts. It is a gift.” 

“I was happy we had a plenary this morning on Christian unity,” Metropolitan Job said, noting that the 
Faith and Order Commission has produced the document “The Church: Towards a Common Vision.” 

“I think it’s very important to discover how much in common we have,” he said. With “Christians killing 
Christians” in the Russian war with Ukraine, “Is this the Christian witness we want to give to the 
secularized world? If not, we have to repent and work toward reconciliation — inside our Christian 
families, between our churches, with the rest of humanity and with God’s Creation.” 

During a question-and-answer time with reporters, Welby was asked about churches continuing to lose 
membership. “I think we have to be lighter on our structures and stronger on our love for the world in the 
way Christ loved the world,” Welby said. “We must be seen as those who wash feet, not as those who 
judge and give orders. … We must be clear on our faith and be strong on what we believe but relaxed 
about our boundaries and frontiers. Our frontiers are barbed wire, and the barbed wire needs to come 
down so that people can come easily into the church without being judged, without being condemned, 
knowing they are loved and welcomed, and we need to demonstrate community. It’s easier said than 
done.” 

“If we want reconciliation and dialogue, we have to have all the people on the inside,” Metropolitan Job 
said. “For the Orthodox Church, the World Council of Churches is important because it’s a place where we 
meet frequently. … Through this dialogue, the process of reconciliation can go on and bear fruits in the 
future.” 

“In a large church like the Catholic Church, you can’t speak of one path toward reconciliation. It’s different 
in Central America and South Africa and the Balkans,” Farrell said. “The wise answer when we face these 
huge problems is to go back to the simplicity of the gospel. Unless we have a genuine spirituality, all our 
policies and theologies cannot solve the question.” 

The 11th Assembly of the World Council of Churches concludes Thursday. by Mike Ferguson,           
Presbyterian News Service 
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Look at the Fruit     October 1, 2022   By: John Blase 

By their fruit you will recognize them. Matthew 7:16 

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE: Matthew 7:15–20 (NRSV) 
          15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 

       wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns or figs from  

       thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18  

       A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not  

       bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will know them by their fruits. 

“Will the real [person’s name] please stand up?” That’s the familiar line at the end of the game show 

To Tell the Truth. A panel of four celebrities asks questions of three individuals claiming to be the 

same person. Of course, two are impostors, but it’s up to the panel to discern the actual person. In 

one episode, the celebrities tried to guess “the real Johnny Marks,” who wrote the lyrics to “Rudolph 

the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” The celebrities found out how difficult it was to figure out who’s who, even 

when asking good questions. Impostors finagled the truth, which made for entertaining television. 

Discerning who’s who when it comes to “false teachers” is a far cry from television game show antics, 

but it can be equally as challenging and is infinitely more important. The “ferocious wolves” often 

come to us in “sheep’s clothing,” and Jesus warns even the wise among us to “watch out” (Matthew 

7:15). The best test is not so much good questions, but good eyes. Look at their fruit, for that’s how 

you’ll recognize them (vv. 16–20). 

Scripture gives us assistance in seeing good and bad fruit. The good looks like “love, joy, peace, 

forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23). 

We’ve got to pay close attention, for wolves play by deception. But as believers, who are filled with 

the Spirit, we serve the real Good Shepherd, “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  

REFLECT & PRAY 

- When have you met a wolf in sheep’s clothing? Apply the “look for the fruit” test to that experience 

and now what do you see? 

- Great Shepherd, give me eyes and ears to look and listen for good fruit. 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 

The problem of false teachers that Jesus addressed in Matthew 7 troubled the early church, as 

evidenced throughout the New Testament. Peter reinforced Jesus’ words with his own comments in 2 

Peter 2:1: “There were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 

among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves.” The apostle Paul used strong words of 

condemnation for those who would misrepresent the gospel, saying, “If anybody is preaching to you a 

gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!” (Galatians 1:9). Anyone who 

perverts the message of God’s good news is accursed, the Greek term anathema, which means 

“dedicated to destruction.” Additionally, the entire letter of Jude appears to have been written as an 

argument against false teachers.  By: Bill Crowder 
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African bishops call for unity, condemn advocacy 
groups   Story updated with statement from the Africa Initiative. 

By Eveline Chikwanah   Sept. 9, 2022 | MUTARE, Zimbabwe (UM News) 

Greater Nhiwatiwa (in purple dress), wife of Bishop 
Eben K. Nhiwatiwa (left), explains the history and 
significance of the Chin'ando prayer mountain to 
bishops attending the Africa College of Bishops retreat 
held Sept 5-8 at Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe. 
The bishops released a statement at the close of the 
retreat calling for unity in The United Methodist Church 
while condemning traditionalist advocacy groups 
looking to break up the denomination. Photo by Eveline 
Chikwanah, UM News. 

 

African bishops have called for unity in The 
United Methodist Church while condemning 
traditionalist advocacy groups looking to break 
up the denomination.  

The bishops released a statement Sept. 8 denouncing the Africa Initiative and Wesleyan Covenant 
Association, which they say “are wrongly influencing God’s people in our areas.”  

The statement was released at the close of the Africa Colleges of Bishops retreat, which was held 
Sept 5-8 at Africa University. The denomination’s bishops are organized by colleges, or groups, 
based on their regions; Africa has three such colleges. 

The bishops’ statement said the Africa Initiative is working with the Wesleyan Covenant Association 
to destroy the church in Africa through its support of the Global Methodist Church, a denomination not 
yet recognized by General Conference. 

“We will dissociate from any activities of the Africa Initiative and will not allow any activities of the 
Africa Initiative in our areas,” the bishops said, noting that “the Africa Initiative has lost its original goal 
of helping The United Methodist Church in Africa.” 

The bishops also addressed misinformation that is being spread in the church.  

“We will not tolerate anyone giving false information about The United Methodist Church,” the 
statement said.  

All of the continent’s active bishops, with the exception of Nigeria Area Bishop John Wesley Yohanna, 
signed the statement. 

Retired Bishop Ntambo Nkulu Ntanda (right), who led the North 
Katanga Episcopal Area, contributes during a presentation on 

worship while Bishop Daniel Wandabula of the East Africa 
Episcopal Area looks on during the Africa College of Bishops 

retreat held Sept 5-8 at Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe. 
The bishops released a statement saying they “will not tolerate 

anyone giving false information about The United Methodist 
Church.” Photo by Eveline Chikwanah, UM News. 

Yohanna sent a brief statement by email to UM News, 
stating that while he respects his fellow African 
bishops’ views, he continues to support the Africa 
Initiative and WCA. 
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“The Africa Initiative and Wesleyan Covenant (Association) are pushing for obedience to the Bible 
and the Book of Discipline. Why should we not associate with them?” said Yohanna, who did not 
attend the meeting. Yohanna is a member of the United Methodist Commission on Communication, 
which oversees UM News. 

"We are deeply disappointed, but not surprised, by the statement purported to come from all the 
African bishops," he said. "We have been told the statement is not supported by all the bishops in 
Africa and lament that it insinuates that it is." 

He added that the WCA believes "strong-arm control tactics by some African bishops infringe upon 
the Christian freedom of their members to speak into the current and future direction of The United 
Methodist Church and their role in it. We remain committed to working with theologically conservative 
Methodists across the continent of Africa to empower their witness to the faith and their right to make 
informed decisions about their future in the church." 

Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa, president of the Africa Colleges of Bishops, said the church is thriving on 
the continent and there is no need to break away from the denomination. 

“Unity is our constant point of reference. The bishops are saying there is no need for breaking away 
from The United Methodist Church and joining another denomination,” said Nhiwatiwa, who leads the 
Zimbabwe Episcopal Area. 

He said the Global Methodist Church has nothing new to offer Africans.  

“We are not seeing anything new because we are traditionalist from start to finish here in Africa. If you 
want to see people who are conservative, come to Africa. 

“If anything happens which will make us feel uncomfortable in the future, we will sit down and see 
how we channel our efforts in the church.” 

After decades of intensifying disagreements about the status of LGBTQ people in the church, General 
Conference was set to vote on a denominational separation plan in May 2020. 

But after a third postponement of the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly, organizers of the 
Global Methodist Church decided to launch on May 1. The Wesleyan Covenant Association, a 
theologically conservative unofficial advocacy group in The United Methodist Church, has served as 
the main organizing force behind the new denomination. The Africa Initiative is an unofficial 
traditionalist advocacy group representing laity and clergy in Africa.  

Eight bishops, including retired Bishop Ntambo Nkulu Ntanda of North Katanga, attended the retreat. 
Several bishops were unable to attend the meeting but signed onto the statement: Bishops Benjamin 
Boni (Côte d'Ivoire), Gabriel Unda (East Congo), Joaquina Nhanala (Mozambique), Gaspar João 
Domingos (Western Angola) and interim Bishop Warner Brown (Sierra Leone). 

The statement appears to be a shift for some bishops who have a history with the Africa Initiative. 
Bishops Kasap, Quire and Yohanna attended the Africa Initiative’s meeting in May in Nairobi, Kenya, 
as the group pondered the future of Methodism in Africa. The bishops indicated at the time that their 
presence at the gathering was not sanctioned by the African bishops as a group, but that they were 
attending with the understanding that they would brief their colleagues. 

In a Sept. 12 press release, the Africa Initiative responded to the bishops’ statement. The group 
expressed respect for the bishops, but also asserted its rights as an advocacy group whose 
membership includes General Conference delegates.  

“It is unthinkable that anyone would think and believe that it is possible to stop us from standing up for 
Jesus Christ or from debating all the issues of The United Methodist Church,” the release said. 

The group went on to say its mission has not changed. 
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“The Africa Initiative remains undauntedly committed to its vision, to see biblical Christianity taught, 
lived and sustained within the three central conferences of Africa in the Wesleyan spirit.” 

The release said the Africa Initiative prays that the bishops would see the group as a “reliable and 
trustworthy partner in the holistic growth and development of the UMC in Africa.” 

The bishops’ retreat, which was themed “Learning and Worship,” included presentations on principles 
of effective leadership by Pamela Machakanja, Africa University interim deputy vice chancellor, and 
effective Christian worship from the Rev. Beauty R. Maenzanise of the United Methodist Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry. 

The gathering culminated in a visit to the Chin’ando prayer mountain at Old Mutare, which was 
developed by United Methodist women in the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area. 

During the meeting, the bishops 
shared their joys and hopes for the 
future and also noted some of the 
challenges facing the church in 
Africa. 

“Sometimes we do not have enough 
resources. It’s a common problem 
in Africa, but our people are working 
very hard building churches, 
schools, waiting mothers’ shelters 
even during the COVID-19 
lockdowns,” Nhiwatiwa said. 

He urged church leaders to be bold 
and brave in their leadership. 

“We try to give direction; that is 
what leadership is all about. You 
cannot be a leader if you just want 
to be in a comfort zone.” 

Those thoughts were echoed at the 
close of the bishops’ statement.  

“We will continue to be shepherds 
of all of God’s people throughout 
our beloved continent.” 

Chikwanah is a communicator of 
the Zimbabwe East Conference. 
News media contact: Julie Dwyer, 
news editor, 
newsdesk@umcom.org or 615-742-
5469. 

 

“Attitude is a choice. Happiness is a choice. Optimism is a choice. Kindness is a 
choice. Giving is a choice. Respect is a choice. Whatever choice you make makes you. 

Choose wisely.” 

― Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart 
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                                   EXTENDING THE COMMUNION TABLE THROUGH 
                                   WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY        

                                   By Christie R. House September 22, 2022 | ATLANTA 
                                                                                                           
 

Sarah Bless Sanchez-Maddela (center) receives 
a certificate of appreciation from young adults 

participating in UMC Young Adult Youth 
Fellowship, Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya, 

Philippines. Photo: Courtesy Of Sarah Bless 

Sanchez-Maddela. 

 

Jorge Saiete, who grew up on the United 
Methodist Cambine Mission Station in 
the southern part of Mozambique, is 
working to complete a Master of Public Education degree with the help of a World Communion 
Scholarship from Global Ministries. This is a small miracle, since, at the age of eight, he had to take up 
fishing to support his mother and six siblings. 

 
World Communion Scholar Jorge Saiete with his wife Sandra in Mozambique. Photo: 
Courtesy Of Jorge Saiete 

 
Saiete explains: “I was born in 1980 during the civil war that lasted 16 
years. When I was two years old, my father was killed, and the fighting 
destroyed all my family belongings, including house, cattle and farming 
areas. My early years of life were very difficult. My mom, who had to 
take care of her seven children alone, faced many challenges to feed 
and provide shelter, clothes and school fees. The war subjected my 
family to extreme poverty.” 

But poverty and bitterness could not overcome the light in Saiete’s life. 
With hard work and determination and help from his church in Cambine, 

he made it through primary and secondary school and went on to college. Instead of dwelling on his 
losses, he determined to study the causes and events of the civil war and work in his professional life 
to prevent such a destructive course of action from happening again. 

“I believe that one of the root causes of the civil war in Mozambique, and in other African countries, is 
poor governance, which includes corruption, exclusion, lack of transparency and the absence of an 
effective systems of checks and balances,” Saiete said. “By pursuing this degree, I believe that I will 
acquire useful tools that I can use in promoting good governance, which is critical for peacebuilding in 
Mozambique.” 

On World Communion Sunday, October 2, 2022, Christians across the world will come to the 
communion table to share the gift of Christ and to partake in the common ritual that binds Christians 
together. United Methodists who take the World Communion Sunday offering will also extend the 
communion table to include people like Jorge Saiete, who is working diligently to live his faith by the 
example of Jesus, the peacemaker. 

Offering opportunity to grow and lead the church 

World Communion Scholars (formerly known as Crusade Scholars) have gained knowledge and 
experience through educational opportunities since 1945, when Frances-Helen Foley (Guest) became  
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the first scholar after a deadly war experience similar to Saiete’s. She was a missionary child in the 
Philippines where her father and mother served. They and other missionary families were rounded up 
under Japanese occupation during World War II and forced to live in a concentration camp for three 
years. Frances-Helen’s family also lost much in the war, including her father. 

They endured many hardships, barely had enough food, and were liberated by U.S. troops, but had 
nothing to take home with them except their faith. But the larger Methodist community provided the 
support for Frances-Helen Foley to go to college. She eventually became a pastor and a peacemaker 
too. 

Sarah Bless Sanchez-Maddela Photo: Courtesy Of Sara Bless Sanchez-Maddela 
 

Today, World Communion Scholars study for a variety of degrees, including 
divinity degrees and teaching degrees. They become leaders in agriculture, 
public policy, environmental work and medical fields as they return to their 
church communities to lead in different capacities. Many, like Saiete, have 
overcome obstacles to realize their potential as young leaders in their 
churches. 

In the Philippines, Sarah Bless Sanchez-Maddela also grew up in poverty. Her mother was a 
Methodist deaconess, and Sanchez-Maddela attended church regularly.  

Communion in Christ’s love 

The United Methodist Church needs clergy and lay people with different skills and expertise to 
increase its reach and service to communities across the world. World Communion Sunday allows the 
broader community of United Methodists to support dedicated leaders as they gain the knowledge 
they need to further their careers in ways that nourish the communion of believers. Last year, Global 
Ministries approved 50 scholarships for a total of $381,092.00. 

Today, Saiete works for JustaPaz, a peacebuilding national NGO in Mozambique. He researches the 
causes of political and economic conflicts in the country. He also trains government officials and 
political and civic leaders on conflict transformation and promotes a permanent workshop on interfaith 
dialogue among Christians and Muslims. 

Communion is a vital sacrament of the Christian faith. World Communion Sunday is celebrated in 
many different languages, but the communion elements represent the same Christ at each table. 
Extend the communion table this year by assisting others who work to meet their full potential and fulfil 
God’s purpose in their lives by supporting the offering that day as well. 

World Communion Scholarships are currently administrated jointly by Global Ministries and the 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. For more information about Global Ministries 
scholarship opportunities, visit the Higher Education and Ministry portal. For additional scholarship 
information, students should contact Global Ministries by phone at 404-942-4026 or email at 
scholars@umcmission.org. 

To make a gift to the World Communion Sunday special offering, give through your local United 
Methodist Church. 

Christie R. House is a consultant writer and editor with Global Ministries and UMCOR. Scholarships are a part 
of Global Ministries’ broader commitment to evangelism and church revitalization. Founding and nurturing new 
faith communities and supporting existing congregations that seek to increase membership and expand 
ministries into local communities have historic roots and contemporary implications for Global Ministries. 

“All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt.” 

― Charles M. Schulz 
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                                                       Spotlight shines on Jovita Idár,  
                                                 Methodist reformer    
                                                                                    By Sam Hodges  Oct. 4, 2022 | UM News 

                                                                                                           The United States Mint has included Jovita Idár, an early 20th  
                                                                                                           century Mexican American journalist and activist — and a Methodist  
                                                                                                            — in the American Women Quarters series. In 2023, she’ll have her  
                                                                                                           image on a special-issue coin, joining Eleanor Roosevelt, Maya  
                                                                                                           Angelou, Sally Ride and others. Image courtesy of the United States  
                                                                                                           Mint; graphic by Laurens Glass, UM News. 

Fame is catching up with Jovita Idár. One might even say she’s having a moment, 76 years after her 
death.  

Idár’s life as a Mexican American journalist and activist in South Texas began to be rediscovered in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, as attention to women’s and ethnic history grew.  

Though she’s still not a household name, Idár’s heroic advocacy for Mexican Americans, as well as for 
women and children, has made her the subject of scholarly articles, a documentary and a historical 
marker. The city of Laredo, Texas, named a park in her honor in 2020.  

Jovita Idár, circa 1905. Photo courtesy of the University of Texas at San Antonio Special 
Collections. 

That same year, The New York Times featured her in its Overlooked No More 
project recognizing historical figures who should have gotten a Times obituary right 
after their deaths, but didn’t. 

This year has brought a major development: The United States Mint’s inclusion of 
Idár in the American Women Quarters series. In 2023, she’ll have her image on a 
special-issue coin, joining Eleanor Roosevelt, Maya Angelou, Sally Ride and others. 

Gabriela González is at work on a biography of Idár, and she realizes she has a wave to catch. 

“I’ve got to hurry up,” said González, a historian at the University of Texas at San Antonio. “She’s 
becoming more and more popular. It’s amazing.” 

Not lost in the shuffle, exactly — but also not always emphasized — is that Idár was a lifelong, faithful 
Methodist.  

González considers Methodism to have been, with modernism and liberalism, a shaping force in Idár’s 
life.  

And when retired United Methodist Bishop Joel Martinez thinks about Idár, he’s reminded of Susanna 
Wesley, the mother of Methodism founders John and Charles Wesley, and a multifaceted Christian 
leader herself. 

“I just have that echo in mind,” Martinez said. 

Idár was born into a large, educated, relatively well-off Mexican American family on Sept. 7, 1885, in 
Laredo, Texas. Her maternal grandfather was the Rev. Clemente Abraham Vivero, a Methodist minister.  

Her father, Nicasio Idár, was mentored by Vivero but pursued secular careers, eventually publishing a 
Spanish-language newspaper in Laredo — La Crónica. 
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In her youth, Jovita Idár attended Laredo Seminary, a Methodist school that would become known as 
Holding Institute, after the school’s Methodist missionary leader Nannie Emory Holding. After 
graduating in 1903, Idár taught impoverished Mexican American children in tiny Los Ojuelos, Texas. 

But she didn’t teach for long, instead joining her father’s newspaper. 

“Appalled by the poor conditions and inadequate equipment as well as the lack of hope in this 
community, she resigned and turned to political journalism, working alongside her brothers and father 
and using the media to foment social change,” González wrote in a chapter on Idár for the book “Texas 
Women: Their Histories, Their Lives.” 

At La Crónica, Idár reported on and editorialized against the poverty and discrimination faced by 
Mexican Americans, including school segregation and even lynching. She decried the denigration of the 
Spanish language and Mexican culture. Using pen names such as Ave Negra (black bird) and Astrea 
(Greek goddess of justice), she championed equal rights for women, including the right to vote. 

Idár went beyond the journalist’s role, helping to organize El Primer Congreso Mexicanista (First 
Mexican Congress), a 1911 gathering of Mexican American activists from both sides of the border. Out 
of that came Liga Femenil Mexicanista, the Mexican Women’s League, and Idár was its founding 
president.  

Along the way, she developed a motto: “Educate a woman and you educate a family.” 

Surely the most cinematic moment of Idár’s career came in 1914, when El Progreso, the Laredo 
newspaper she was then working for, published an editorial critical of President Woodrow Wilson for 
ordering a U.S. military occupation in Veracruz, Mexico. 

A team of Texas Rangers soon arrived at the newspaper, intending to shut it down in retaliation. They 
had a surprise.  

“One of (El Progreso’s) writers, a slender, twenty-nine-year-old woman named Jovita Idár, stood in the 
doorway to block them. As a crowd formed, the Rangers backed away,” wrote Doug J. Swanson in his 
2020 book “Cult of Glory: The Bold and Brutal History of the Texas Rangers.” 

They soon returned, when Idár and other staff members weren’t there, and destroyed the printing press. 
But her stand against the Texas Rangers would become a defining anecdote when historians and others 
began to share about her life.  

The prolonged, bloody Mexican Revolution also was a huge event for Idár, and she wrote against the 
entrenched, anti-democratic government. Here, too, she was a woman of action, as part of La Cruz 
Blanca (the White Cross), a medical relief group. She didn’t just organize but put on a white uniform and 
joined in caring for the wounded in Nuevo Laredo, across the border in Mexico. 

Idár married Bartolo Juarez in 1917, and within a few years they moved to San Antonio. There she 
worked as a translator. She also was active at La Trinidad Methodist Church and co-edited Heraldo 
Cristiano, the newspaper of the Rio Grande Conference of the Methodist Church.  

Though she had no children, she helped raise the two daughters of her late sister, Elvira Idár Fuentes.  

Among Jovita Idár’s great nieces is the Rev. Liz Lopez, a retired United Methodist pastor and district 
superintendent who was born after Idár’s 1946 death but felt she knew her through hearing family 
stories. 

“We talked about our Tía (Aunt) Jovita like she was in the next room,” Lopez said. 
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Another great-niece, Dalinda R. Gonzales, 
also felt Idár’s influence. 

Jovita Idár (right) and Leonor Villegas de Magnon treat 
a person wounded in the Battle of Nuevo Laredo 

during the Mexican Revolution in 1913. Photo by E. 
Montoya, courtesy of the University of Texas at San 

Antonio Special Collections. 

“Through stories of her ingenuity, education 
and bravery, my great aunt affected my ideas 
and decisions,” Gonzales said. “She left me 
with a mind ready to try anything!” 

Idár found in Methodism a social holiness 
emphasis, consistent with the social gospel movement of her era.  

“I would say that for Jovita, part of living out her Methodism was helping others,” said Professor 
González, the historian. “Prayer was very important, of course, but it was also about doing what Jesus 
would have done.” 

While it’s hard to be definitive about what sparked the growing interest in Jovita Idár, the late 1970s and 
early 1980s saw the preparation of a major exhibition on the history of Texas women — and Idár was 
part of it. 

Mary Beth Rogers, a well-known Texas author and political organizer, led the effort. She and her team 
had a strong commitment to including women of color. 

Rogers credits colleagues Martha Cotera and Ruthe Weingarten with putting forward Idár after 
encountering her in the old Spanish-language newspapers of South Texas. 

“Jovita’s story was there awaiting discovery,” Rogers said. 

And the discovery goes on. 

Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News. Contact him at 615-742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org.  
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 Bishops push back against recruitment tactics 
 By Heather Hahn  Sept. 28, 2022 | UM News 

Bishops process into worship at the 2019 special session of the 

General Conference held in St. Louis. Amid increasing church 

disaffiliations, bishops are speaking out to address misinformation 

they say is being spread about The United Methodist Church’s future. 

File photo by Paul Jeffrey, UM News. 

United Methodist bishops are pushing back against 

recruitment tactics being used by some supporters of a new 

traditionalist breakaway denomination. Meanwhile, the 

bishops also express a commitment to ensuring The United 

Methodist Church will be a denomination where people 

across the theological spectrum — traditionalists, 

moderates, progressives as well as people who reject such labels — all feel they have a home. 

“I firmly believe a future UMC needs traditional orthodox members as well as progressive members 

and everyone in between,” said Bishop David Graves in an email to the Alabama-West Florida 

Conference. “A church cannot effectively reach the least, the lost and the lonely if it is of one mind on 

every topic.” 

Graves, who also leads the South Georgia Conference, and other bishops are speaking out in 

statements, videos and town halls across their conferences as an increasing number of congregations 

and clergy are weighing whether to stay in the United Methodist fellowship or go. The bishops share a 

common message: As churches prayerfully discern where God is calling them, they need to have 

accurate information. 

However, bishops say, that’s not always what churches are getting from some recruiting for the Global 

Methodist Church, a new traditionalist denomination organized by the Wesleyan Covenant Association 

that began operations in May. 

“These actions, friends, harm The United Methodist Church, your individual church, the United 

Methodist witness, and frankly the witness of Christians all over the world,” said Louisiana Conference 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey in a video shared with the conference. She is the immediate past 

president of the Council of Bishops. 

Specifically, she and other bishops denounce any claims that United Methodists will abandon core 

Christian doctrines such as the Holy Trinity, the bodily resurrection of Christ and the primacy of the 

Bible. These doctrines are found in the denomination’s Articles of Religion and Confession of Faith, and 

as Harvey puts it, they form “the cornerstone of our faith.”  

Harvey also said it is “100% false” that traditionalist United Methodists will no longer have a home in 

the denomination. “The contributions of traditionalists have been part of our rich history and will 

continue to shape our future history,” she said. 

East Ohio Conference Bishop Tracy C. Malone, in her own video, said some in the Wesleyan Covenant 

Association are among those spreading the misinformation. “I encourage you to use extreme caution 

in engaging information from the WCA and attending any of their recruitment meetings,” she said. 
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Malone, who is Council of Bishops president-designate, added that it is especially important now, “that 

we each commit ourselves to embodying John Wesley’s rule of life: Do no harm, do good and stay in 

love with God.” 

The Rev. Jay Therrell, Wesleyan Covenant Association president who is now an elder in the Global 

Methodist Church, told UM News he knows of no one in the leadership of the WCA or the new 

denomination that has said the doctrinal standards of The United Methodist Church have changed or 

will change.  

“That said, I find the doctrinal standards of The UMC to be like seat belts. You must use them for them 

to work,” he said. “Certainly, there are many examples with The United Methodist Church of senior 

leaders choosing to violate the Book of Discipline,” the denomination’s law book. 

The United Methodist Church is seeing a splintering after decades of intensifying debate, not over 

basic Christian tenets found in the Apostles’ Creed but over the status of LGBTQ people in the life of 

the church.  

Matters came to a head at the 2019 General Conference. That year, the denomination’s top lawmaking 

assembly, by a 438-384 vote, increased enforcement mechanisms for the Discipline’s bans against 

same-sex weddings and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy. But instead of resolving the debate, the 

strengthened church bans saw increased defiance.  

Frustrated by a lack of enforcement on the LGBTQ-related restrictions in multiple conferences and the 

continued denominational fight, many traditionalist leaders felt separation from The United Methodist 

Church would be the best course. The May 2020 General Conference was poised to vote on a 

denominational separation plan that would enable traditionalist churches to leave with church 

property and United Methodist funds to form their own denomination.  

But earlier this year, the commission that plans General Conference — citing long waits for U.S. visas 

because of COVID-19 — postponed the assembly a third time to 2024. Wesleyan Covenant Association 

organizers of the new traditionalist denomination went ahead and launched the Global Methodist 

Church. 

Since then, the Wesleyan Covenant Association and other like-minded advocacy groups have been 

trying to recruit United Methodist churches to the new denomination. Sixteen annual conferences — 

church regional bodies —  have scheduled special sessions this year to vote on resolutions for church 

disaffiliations. 

A United Methodist News review of U.S. annual conference reports, publicly available journals and the 

special sessions held so far shows that conferences have ratified about 680 church disaffiliations since 

2019 — only about 2.3% of the more than 30,000 United Methodist churches in the U.S. More 

congregations are in various stages working toward withdrawal. 

The General Council on Finance and Administration also has begun reporting church disaffiliations, but 

the finance agency's tally of 385 lags behind UM News’ data because it must wait for annual 

conferences to submit official disaffiliation reports.  

Not all disaffiliating churches are joining the Global Methodist Church. Some have opted to go 

independent or join another denomination in the Methodist movement. But the new denomination 

reports that it is off to a good start.  
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However, Therrell has begun urging the Wesleyan Covenant Association’s constituents to take more 

direct action against The United Methodist Church. 

He urged churches to escrow and withhold apportionments — shares of giving that support ministry 

beyond the local church — from annual conferences he argued make it too hard for churches to 

disaffiliate. 

Therrell also called on constituents to file complaints against bishops and other conference leaders 

they believe are not upholding the denomination’s bans on same-sex weddings and noncelibate gay 

clergy. A number of bishops have agreed to hold complaints related to homosexuality in abeyance 

while the denomination’s transition shakes itself out. 

New York Conference Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, the current Council of Bishops president, began the 

pushback to the Wesleyan Covenant Association’s tactics during the bishops’ online August meeting. 

He decried “a constant barrage of negative rhetoric that is filled with falsehood and inaccuracies.” 

Since their August meeting, other bishops issued their own statements. In addition to Graves, Harvey 

and Malone, others speaking out include Bishops Julius C. Trimble of Indiana, David Bard of Michigan 

and Minnesota, Gary Mueller of Arkansas and Grant Hagiya of the California-Pacific and Desert 

Southwest conferences. 

In each statement, bishops address misinformation as well as proclaim their vision for a big-tent 

United Methodist Church.  

“Millions of moderates and traditionalists around the globe and in the United States actually are 

choosing to remain in The United Methodist Church,” wrote Arkansas’ Mueller in his vision of a 

“ReStart for The United Methodist Church.” 

“The choice by traditionalists and moderates to stay should not be a surprise since they have been 

shaped and formed by United Methodist DNA.” 

African bishops have gone further, releasing a statement on Sept. 8 that repudiates the Wesleyan 

Covenant Association and the like-minded Africa Initiative — groups they previously saw as allies on 

matters of human sexuality and the Bible. 

“We will not tolerate anyone giving false information about The United Methodist Church in our 

areas,” the bishops’ statement said. All but one of the active bishops in Africa attached their name to 

the statement.  

The various bishops who have issued statements often don’t see eye-to-eye on matters related to 

biblical interpretation and homosexuality. But they share a commitment to The United Methodist 

Church.  

“The United Methodist church has a BRIGHT FUTURE, for God is at work in ways seen and unseen 

across our connection,” said Graves in a statement about why he loves being a United Methodist.  

“God is using United Methodist churches to proclaim the gospel, feed the hungry, comfort the broken, 

and resist the evils of this world. God has called us, God has equipped us, and God will carry us 

forward to reach new people and new generations for Jesus Christ.” 

Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umnews.org. 
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Church court makes impact                                               
By Heather Hahn  Sept. 28, 2022 | UM News 

The Judicial Council decision ruling out Paragraph 2548.2 as an exit 
path for churches has implications for congregations considering 

leaving The United Methodist Church. The church court ruling also 
could have an effect if churches head to civil courts. Graphic by 

Laurens Glass, UM News. 

As the bishops met in August, The United Methodist 
Church’s top court issued a landmark ruling that could have 
implications for lawsuits over church property in U.S. civil 
courts. 

In Decision 1449, the Judicial Council ruled out the Book of Discipline’s Paragraph 2548.2 as a 
pathway for congregations to disaffiliate. Instead, the church court pointed to another disciplinary 
provision — Paragraph 2553 — as the way for congregations to leave with both members and 
property.  

The 2019 special General Conference — the same assembly that reinforced the denomination’s 
bans on same-sex marriage and noncelibate gay ordination —enacted Paragraph 2553 with the 
express purpose of “Disaffiliation of Local Churches Over Issues Related to Human Sexuality.”  

Paragraph 2553 requires departing churches to meet certain procedural and financial obligations 
— namely paying at least two years of apportionments and a share of their annual conferences’ 
unfunded clergy pension liability. The church law expires on Dec. 31, 2023.  

The impact of the recent Judicial Council decision “is straightforward,” said Thomas Starnes, 
chancellor for the Baltimore-Washington Conference, who had filed a brief before the church 
court. Chancellors are attorneys who represent United Methodist annual conferences.  

“Any local church’s disaffiliation must satisfy the minimum standards imposed by the General 
Conference in Paragraph 2553,” he said. “In other words, the decision forecloses the notion that 
the Discipline provides some ‘end-around.’”  

The version of Paragraph 2553 that General Conference approved was substitute legislation 
proposed by traditionalists. At the time, many United Methodists assumed it would be mostly 
LGBTQ-affirming congregations leaving the denomination.  

However, for the most part, it has been traditionalist churches seeking to exit. And since the 
launch of the Global Methodist Church in May, many of the new denomination’s backers —  
including the Wesleyan Covenant Association — have decried Paragraph 2553 as too onerous, 
especially since it gives annual conferences leeway in setting church exit terms.  

The Rev. Jay Therrell, association president, said 19 conferences are “adding even more 
requirements and financial payments that make it out of reach for most churches.” 

He also objects to the funding required by another provision the 2019 General Conference 
overwhelmingly approved — Paragraph 1504.23, which specifies that “market factors similar to a  



24 
 

 
 

commercial annuity provider” will be used in determining pension liabilities no matter how a 
church departs. Therrell said calculating pension obligations on a market basis rather than funded 
basis leaves annual conferences overfunded.  

The Wesleyan Covenant Association and other Global Methodist Church backers have pushed for 
annual conferences to use Paragraph 2548.2 as an alternative. The disciplinary provision allows an 
annual conference to direct the local church trustees to deed property to another denomination 
that already has an existing agreement with The United Methodist Church.  

No such agreement exists with the Global Methodist Church. The Judicial Council also ruled that 
Paragraph 2548.2 only applies to property and not membership.  

After the Judicial Council decision’s release, Therrell released a video expressing the association’s 
disappointment. “If it is at all possible to use 2553, then do so,” he told churches considering 
disaffiliation. However, he said, churches that find the obligations too burdensome “may have to 
engage in a legal strategy.” 

That is already happening in some corners. In July, 106 churches joined in a civil lawsuit filed 
against Florida Conference leaders, demanding the conference use Paragraph 2548.2 to transfer 
the disaffiliating congregations to the Global Methodist Church. 

The National Center for Life and Liberty, a non-Methodist legal nonprofit, is representing the 
churches in the Florida lawsuit and has since sent letters to other conferences threatening legal 
action on behalf of disaffiliating churches if the conferences don’t use Paragraph 2548.2.  

Therrell, a member of the Florida Bar, told UM News he receives no remuneration for the National 
Center for Life and Liberty but has served in an “of counsel” role completely pro bono to advise the 
nonprofit on the polity of The United Methodist Church. 

Therrell referred questions about the lawsuit and threatened legal action to Jonathan Bailie, the 
center’s chief operating officer and chief financial officer. Bailie has not answered UM News’ 
requests for comment. 

United Methodist chancellors say the Judicial Council ruling could have an impact on civil courts.  

“In the Florida litigation, especially, it will strengthen the church’s position, since that state is a 
‘deference’ state,” said George “Buzzy” Anding, Louisiana Conference chancellor and president of 
the United Methodist Church Conference Chancellors Association. 

“That means the Florida court will give deference to the Judicial Council’s determination of church 
law.” 

Bishop Kenneth Carter, who leads the Florida and Western North Carolina conferences, issued a 
letter saying the Florida Conference would now seek the dismissal of the ongoing lawsuit based in 
part on the Judicial Council decision. 

“Still, amid this new clarity, we also want to make one thing clear on behalf of the Florida 
Conference: Within the bounds of Paragraph 2553, we extend an open hand of friendship to those 
churches and leaders seeking to disaffiliate,” Carter said in the letter. 

Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org.  
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Native American  
International Caucus   

Justice for our Children 
Carlisle Indian Industrial School, Pennsylvania, c. 1900 

The Native American International Caucus invites  

United Methodists to observe a special time of  

prayer and action from Sept. 30 to Oct. 6, as they  

remember the atrocities associated with tribal  

children once taken from their families and placed in boarding schools. 

“Justice for our Children: Healing for Our Communities” is the theme of this year’s observance, 

which pays particular attention to those children who died at the schools and whose bodies 

Were buried far from their homes. The observance also marks the “spiritual deaths” of 

hundreds of Native children whose culture and spirituality were taken from them. 

                                                             Time of prayer for Native children           

                                                             victimized by boarding schools 

                                                                      The Native American International Caucus and                                 
the New England Conf erence C            ONAM (Committee on Native American Ministries)  
                                                                            invites United Methodists to observe a  
special time of prayer and action from Sept. 30 to Oct. 6, as they remember the atrocities 
associated with tribal children once taken from their families and placed in boarding schools. 
Let us remember as United Methodists that the UMC owned and operated several boarding 
schools. As part of the Act of Repentance, we need to repent to these acts. 

NAIC call for end to celebrating Columbus Day and 
'Doctrine of Discovery' 
Posted by on Sep 27, 2022 

In 2021, the Biden Administration recognized Indigenous People’s Day as a federal holiday. The United Methodist Native 
American International Caucus (NAIC) believes this national observation is a clear contradiction with the continued 
observation of Columbus Day as a national holiday. “At best this revises history and at worst this denies history,” NAIC’s 
leaders say.  “More needs to be done to unpack the implications of the Doctrine of Discovery.  Churches across the 
country hold a central space in shaping this dialogue and proposing commitments that promote reparations, 
accountable relationships and healing.” 

Statement from the NAIC on Indigenous Peoples Day 

The Native American International Caucus (NAIC) applauds the celebration of Indigenous Peoples Day on October 10, 
2022, and its recognition as a federal holiday for the first time starting in 2021. 

At the same time, we decry and call for an end to the federally recognized, national celebration of Columbus Day.  

The continued public recognition of Christopher Columbus as a symbol of discovery, exploration, conquest, victory, and 
celebration continues to do great harm to the 570+ Native American tribal nations in the US, all of whom still live with 
the impact of systemic injustices and abuse initiated by settler colonialism.                                         continued on page 21 
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Bible Quiz: There's Only One Thing For It!  

 
1. Who was the only person to pray from the inside of 
an animal? 
o Joshua 
o Jonah 
o James 
o Jesus 

2. Who was the only female judge? 
o Keziah 
o Jemimah 
o Deborah 
o Sarah 

3. Who was the only man to lead a sinless life? 
o John the Baptist 
o Jesus 
o David 
o Moses  

4. Who had his hair cut only once a year? 
o Naaman 
o Absalom 
o Judas 
o David 

5. What object in Jacob's vision is mentioned only once 
in the Bible? 
o Ladder 
o Angel 
o Pillar 
o Moon 

6. Who is the only prophet that God spoke with "face 
to face"? 
o Joshua 
o Moses 
o Samuel 
o Ezekiel 

7. What was the only day of the year on which the high 
priest could enter the Holy of Holies? 
o Passover 
o Pentecost 
o Atonement 
o Tabernacles 

8. Who is the only woman to have her age, death and 
burial mentioned? 
o Ruth 
o Sarah 
o Rachel 
o Mary 

9. The turtledove and pigeon were the only fowl used 
for what purpose? 
o Messengers 
o Food 
o Sacrifice 
o Tithing 

10. What is the only occasion on which Jesus is 
mentioned as writing? 
o At the feeding of the 4,000 
o When Jesus was being hosted by Mary and Martha 
o When he met the woman at the well in Samaria 
o When the Pharisees wanted to stone the woman 

for adultery 

11. Who is the only lawyer mentioned by name? 
o Zophah 
o Zichri 
o Zenas 
o Zepho 

12. Who is the only person in Genesis recorded as 
living less than 120 years? 
o Isaac 
o Jacob 
o Joseph 
o Moses 

13. Who is the only wife of Solomon mentioned by 
name? 
o Naomi 
o Nogah 
o Noadiah 
o Naamah 

14. Who is the only woman who was described as 
being both beautiful and intelligent? 
o Abigail 
o Martha 
o Mary 
o Sarah 

Answers can be found on the next to the last page. Quiz taken 
from https://biblequizzes.org.uk/quiz.php?whichparable 
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15. What is the only book that mentions God laughing? 
o Daniel 
o Isaac 
o Lazarus 
o Elisha 

16. Who is the only man described as naturally bald? 
o Ten virgins 
o Great physician 
o Friend at midnight 
o Bread of life 

17. Who is the only person recorded as being placed in 
a coffin when they died? 
o Herod 
o Nebuchadnezzar 
o Abraham 
o Joseph  

18. Which is the only gospel writer to record the 
healing of Malchus' ear after it was cut off? 
o Luke 
o Mark 
o John 
o Matthew 

19. Which is the only judge known to be from the tribe 
of Judah? 
o Gideon 
o Samson 
o Ehud 
o Othniel 

20. Who is the only woman we hear of reigning as 
queen regnant in Israel or Judah? 
o Bathsheba 
o Athaliah 
o Hephzibah 
o Jezebel 

continued from page 19 NAIC 

The violence and theft inflicted by Christopher Columbus 
and European occupation of the land including 
dislocation and relocation of Native people perpetuate 
an unjust system of capital accumulation at the expense 
of generations of Native lives.  

 Moreover, we abhor all violence and genocide especially 
sanctioned by the state and blessed by the church in the 
form of the “Doctrine of Discovery” and stand firm in our 
United Methodist Resolution that unequivocally affirms, 
“The establishment, enactment, and progression of the 
Doctrine of Discovery influenced law and behavior, 
perpetuated a climate of violence against Native people 
through colonization, forced removals, enactment of 
treaties that were then regularly violated, killings and the 
"Indian Wars" continuing today in a subtler but in a no 
less violent and invasive manner” 2016 UM Book of 
Resolutions, 3321. 

 To continue to celebrate this inequity is contrary to the 
Gospel, “For freedom, Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery”(Galatians 5:1). Consequently, our United 
Methodist baptismal vows commit us to, “resist evil, 
injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves.”  

We, therefore, call on all elected officials as an act of 
trust to publicly recognize and secure Native people’s 
human dignity and sacred worth by recognizing 
Indigenous Peoples Day as a time to celebrate our 
culture, affirm our human rights as sovereign tribal 
nations, and repair the damaging legacy of settler 
colonialism and capitalism.  

We further call on our Congressional and State legislators 
and President Joseph Biden’s Administration as an act of 
good faith to finally abandon and abolish the federally 
recognized celebration of Columbus Day and to 
repudiate our nation’s too often unchallenged allegiance 
to the “Doctrine of Discovery.” 

The NAIC Board of Directors: 
NAIC Chairperson, Ragghi Rain 
NAIC Vice Chairperson, Rev. Charles Brower 
NAIC Secretary, Helen Cheromiah 
NAIC Treasurer. Luke Lakota Eastin 

NAIC Members at Large: 
Pam Brayboy Baker Rev. Neal Christie 
Rev. Alvin Deer  Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin 
Bishop Peggy Johnson Rev. Jennifer Kerby 
Cynthia Mosley  Rev. Adrienne Stricker 
Suanne Ware-Diaz 
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   GRASSROOTS GROUPS TALK UP THE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
By Sam Hodges Sept. 19, 2022 | UM News 

  
A large crowd at a June 13 Celebrate UMC-sponsored event at  
Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama, rises in applause. 
Celebrate UMC, which formed in the Alabama-West Florida Confer- 
ence, is one of a handful of grassroots groups that are making an  
affirmative case for The United Methodist Church as some congre- 
gations decide whether to leave the denomination. Photo courtesy 
of Celebrate UMC. 

The Rev. Cory Smith is a pastor in the Alabama-West Florida Conference, where more than a few 
traditionalist churches are poised to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church and others are 
weighing their options. 

But Smith is a determined leader of Celebrate UMC, a group of Alabama-West Florida clergy and 
laity who are waving the United Methodist flag. 

“The purpose of Celebrate UMC is to support, encourage and resource those who wish to stay in 
the UMC,” said Smith, pastor of Auburn United Methodist Church, in Auburn, Alabama. 

Celebrate UMC sponsored a June 13 event at United Methodist-affiliated Huntingdon College, in 
Montgomery, Alabama. Some 400 people nearly filled the chapel to hear the Rev. Tom Berlin, a 
veteran General Conference delegate and endorsed candidate for bishop from the Virginia 
Conference — and a strong advocate for The United Methodist Church. 

Smith considers that night a turning point for himself and like-minded members of Alabama-West 
Florida.  

“There was great energy in the room because an event focused around staying UMC had not ever 
been hosted in our conference,” he said. “It was the launch point for a new narrative in our 
conference. Since then, clergy who wish to stay UMC have felt more connected and empowered.” 

Alabama-West Florida is one of a handful of U.S. conferences seeing considerable discussion and 
action around disaffiliation but also the emergence of grassroots coalitions advocating for 
remaining in The United Methodist Church. 

They have, in effect, stepped up to counter the messaging of traditionalist, pro-disaffiliation 
groups such as Good News and the Wesleyan Covenant Association.  

In the North Alabama Conference, there’s Stay UMC, which has been going since 2020 and has a 
robust internet presence.  

“Our entire website is intended to persuade people to consider remaining in the denomination,” 
said the Rev. Steve West, a leader of Stay UMC and pastor of First United Methodist Church in 
Jacksonville, Alabama. 

In the South Georgia Conference, there’s a recently formed group called Abide South Georgia, 
which has launched its own information website.  

The South Georgians were inspired by Stay UMC. 
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“They really were the impetus,” said the Rev. Jon Brown, one of the Abide South Georgia 
organizers and associate pastor of Vineville United Methodist Church in Macon, Georgia. “We 
really liked what they did, but it seemed focused on their own conference. We said, ‘Well, what if 
we did our own?’” 

The Arkansas Conference has Arkansans Staying United, which has a Facebook page with more 
than three thousand followers, and the Texas Conference is home to That We May Be One.  

The latter group started in 2016 with the goal of promoting unity and understanding among 
conference members with different theological perspectives. 

But these days, That We May Be One is trying to make sure accurate information and a pro-United 
Methodist perspective reach the meetings where hard decisions are being considered.  

“What we’re mostly working on is trying to help churches who are in the discernment process,” 
said the Rev. Lindsay Kirkpatrick, pastor of Asbury (United Methodist) Church in Pasadena, Texas. 

Kirkpatrick believes #BeUMC and other broad-based efforts to make a case for the denomination 
are vital but can’t substitute for local groups. 

“What we have that they don’t is relationships,” she said.  

No one disputes that The United Methodist Church is in a fraught season.  

Decades of internal conflict, especially over how accepting to be of homosexuality, led a diverse 
group of church leaders to propose a formal denominational split in January 2020. The Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation would allow traditionalist churches to depart with 
their properties and form a new denomination, getting $25 million to start. 

But the pandemic has postponed until 2024 the General Conference at which any separation 
proposal could be approved. Meanwhile, a traditionalist breakaway denomination, the Global 
Methodist Church, began operating earlier this year. 

Churches wanting to disaffiliate can take advantage of Book of Discipline Paragraph 2553, which 
allows them to be released from the denomination’s trust clause and depart with their properties 
— if they meet certain procedural and financial obligations. That opportunity expires at the end of 
2023. 

Since 2019, annual conferences have approved about 680 disaffiliations, according to a United 
Methodist News review of U.S. annual conference reports, publicly available conference journals 
and the special annual conference sessions held so far. That represents a small percentage of the 
more than 30,000 United Methodist churches in the U.S. 

Still, the conferences where the grassroots, pro-United Methodist groups are active tend to be 
seeing significant disaffiliation action.  

The South Georgia Conference approved 62 church disaffiliation resolutions at an Aug. 20 special 
session. Alabama-West Florida expects to deal with about 30 when it meets in special session Nov. 
12. The large Texas Conference, which has its special session on Dec. 3, reports that 71 of its 
churches have voted to disaffiliate. 

There are about a dozen more annual special sessions scheduled this year for consideration of 
disaffiliation resolutions.   

As many local churches continue to weigh their future, the grassroots groups seek to assure 
traditionalist churches that The United Methodist Church will continue to welcome and value 
them.  
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The groups also have been scrambling to share facts about the disaffiliation process and counter 
what they see as distorted representations of The United Methodist Church. 

“We were aware that some churches were in the discernment process and were getting biased or 
incomplete information from either the pastor or lay leadership,” said West of Stay UMC. “We’ve 
taken it upon ourselves to offer some balance.” 

The Stay UMC website offers original material, such as an FAQ, as well as links to other sources, 
including from the North Alabama Conference. The group also has dispatched speakers when 
churches in discernment have requested a pro-United Methodist representative. 

The website for That We May Be One provides a wide range of resources, including a lengthy “UMC 
Mythbusting” document. The first section refutes the claim, made by some disaffiliation 
advocates, that The United Methodist Church is straying from core Christian beliefs.  

Another section pushes back against the idea that churches considering disaffiliation need to act 
right away. That We May Be One stresses that 2553 is still operative for another 15 months, and 
the group says it’s exploring whether the Texas Conference could approve a resolution extending a 
financially gentle exit path beyond that date, to give churches all the time they need to make an 
important decision. “In our opinion, there’s a huge sense of false urgency,” Kirkpatrick said. 

Along with written information, That We May Be One’s site has video clips featuring pastors from 
the conference, but also the Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor of the 15,000-member United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. The group sponsored Hamilton in recent talks at 
Houston’s Chapelwood United Methodist Church and at First United Methodist Church in Lufkin, 
Texas. 

After the Houston event, Hamilton posted this on Facebook: “Much larger crowd than we expected 
and a lot of enthusiasm for Christ and for the UMC.” 

Have the grassroots groups’ work resulted in any churches steering away from disaffiliation? The 
groups aren’t claiming that but believe they’re having an effect. “There have definitely been 
some churches that have slowed their process,” West said. 

Cory Smith and others in Celebrate UMC certainly feel they have helped shift the conversation in 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference. The group recently published an open letter that’s 
collecting endorsement signatures from clergy and laity and getting circulated on social media. 

“We believe that no institution or denomination is perfect, including The United Methodist 
Church,” the letter reads, “but this Church has called us, nurtured us and brought us into 
connection with God’s children of our conference and we will work to make it better each day.” 

Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News. Heather Hahn contributed. Contact 
Hodges at 615-742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

 

Quiz Answers 
1. Jonah  Jonah 2:1                      11. Zenas  Titus 3:13 
2. Deborah  Judges 4:4              12. Joseph  Genesis 50:22 
3. Jesus  Hebrews 4:15                               13. Naamah  1 Kings 14:21 
4. Absalom  2 Samuel 14:26             14. Abigail  1 Samuel 25:3 
5. Ladder  Genesis 28:12                15. Psalms  Psalm 59:8 
6. Moses  Exodus 33:11 / Deuteronomy 34:10  16. Elisha  2 Kings 2:23 
7. Atonement  Leviticus 16             17. Joseph  Genesis 50:26 
8. Sarah  Genesis 23              18. Luke  Luke 22:51 
9. Sacrifice  Leviticus 12:6             19. Othniel  Judges 1:13 / Joshua 15:13    
10. When the Pharisees wanted to stone the woman for adultery  John 8:6          

           20. Athaliah  2 Chronicles 22:12   
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   Haven United Methodist Church 
  200 Taunton Avenue 
  East Providence, RI 02914 

  Phone: (401) 438-4911 
  Fax: (401) 434-0289 

  Email: havenumchurch@yahoo.com 
  Website: www.havenumchurch.com  

 

 

 

 

“Wonderful! Just wonderful! … So much 
for instilling them with a sense of awe.” 


